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Truth and Subjectivity in Modernism 
Within high modernist texts, concepts of “truth” and “the real” often are called into 
question. The world becomes subject to individualistic interpretations and the idea of an 
objective narrative is no longer viable nor does the objective narrative really matter in modernist 
fictions in and within itself. High modernism prioritizes discourse over narrative; what matters is 
how the structure of the narrative alters the text. This paper and its subsequent presentation will 
examine three modernist texts: first I will focus on Ford Maddox Ford’s ​The Good Soldier ​and 
on the narrator’s insistence on his own objectivity, all the while revealing his own biases that 
alter the narrative, as Dowell (the narrator) attempts to impose a created and novelistic structure 
on events that do not conform to them; next I will analyze Virginia Woolf’s ​To The Lighthouse 
with a focus on how the discourse explores subjective and experience as well as how the narrator 
uses free indirect discourse to move beyond the limited perspective of the characters; finally, I 
will look at William Faulkner’s ​The Sound and the Fury​ with a particular focus on how Benjy’s 
subjective understanding may allow him to access a physical objectivity, but he cannot 
understand the temporal while Quentin can fixates on the interiority to the point that he cannot 
grasp any objective reality. All of these analyses will be examined within context of Modernism 
as a whole, Mikae Ball’s theories of narratology, and theories that informed the modernist 
thinking of the day. However, as this involves ongoing research, the focus will be primarily on 
The Good Soldier​, with brief excursions into the other two novels. In order, to condense the 
sheer volume of research that has been undertaken on these novels, I will be exploring how 
narrative discourse distorts the “real” of the female characters.  
 
The actual research component of this project has been completed, and the future tense was used 
in order to preface the presentation’s structure.  
